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Apne Aap: India's Trafficking Bill ignores Victims of Sex-Trafficking
New Delhi, July 19: India's proposed Trafficking Law, that is up for vote in the current session
of Parliament, does not mention the words "sexual exploitation" and "prostitution of others" at
all, though United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime’s data reveals that at least 60 per cent
of human trafficking happens for the purpose of sexual exploitation.
The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection & Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018, was
introduced by the Women and Child Development Minister, Mrs Maneka Gandhi, in the Lok
Sabha yesterday. The Bill covers aggravated forms of trafficking such as forced labour,
begging
and
marriage
but
omits
sexual
exploitation.
The Bill is in violation of India’s international obligations. India is a signatory to the UN
Protocol to End Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, which calls on
countries to include sexual exploitation and prostitution of others i.e. pimping, as a form of
human trafficking.
Out of the 16 million women and girls who are trapped in prostitution in India today, a majority
of them were trafficked as girls and belong to the most marginalized groups-Dalits, Adivasis,
backward classes, minorities and de-notified criminal tribes.
If the Bill gets passed without any changes, the girls will have no access to services as they
will not be considered victims of the crime of trafficking. In addition, those who buy, sell and
rape these vulnerable girls will get away scot free. On the other hand, an old law that punishes
women for soliciting in a public place will continue to exist.
Apne Aap, led by activist Ruchira Gupta, is at the helm of this petition to demand that Women
and Children Minister, Maneka Gandhi make sexual exploitation and prostitution of others
an offence in the new law, have strict punishment of perpetrators, earmark budgets to provide
vital services for victims and remove any clauses in any law that punishes already vulnerable
females.
With 3700+ signatories, Apne Aap's Change.org petition addressed to Women and Child
Development Minister Maneka Gandhi hopes to challenge the recently tabled Antitrafficking Bill. To read the Bill and see Apne Aap's recommendations clause by clause
click here
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